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Purpose

m To promote a safe, focused, and respectful learning environment by setting clear expectations for the
use of mobile phones and personal electronic devices within school

m To comply with the law around the use of mobile phones in schools

Principles

m A mobile phone is considered a prohibited item

School is a mobile phone-free environment for all

m School prohibits the use of mobile phones and other smart technology with similar functionality to
mobile phones

m Learning time must be free from distraction and interruption

m Students should develop responsible digital habits and follow social media rules and regulations

Expectations are clear, consistent, and fairly applied

General Expectations

m School is a mobile phone-free environment for all students, including use in toilets or changing room
areas

m Students may use a mobile phone before and after the school day (e.g. for travel arrangements) but not
whilst on the school site

m Students should not have their mobile phone on their person e.g. in a trouser pocket or blazer. They
can be stored in a locker or school bag

m Mobile phones must be switched off and kept out of sight throughout the school day

m Staff should not use their own mobile phone in front of students throughout the school day. Mobile
phones should be out of sight
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= Best practice is that mobile phones, wherever possible, should not be used in the presence of

students.

= Mobile phones should not be used during lesson times either to make or receive calls, unless there
is an emergency.

= Support staff must not use phones during lessons, but may step out of the classroom briefly, before
the end of each lesson, to check and send any necessary instructions.

= Staff may use phones only for registers or pastoral support, and this should be done away from
students wherever possible.

» Personal mobiles may be used in designated areas (staff work room, offices).

Any use of mobile phones for work-related purposes must be appropriate and professional.

Permitted Use [ Storage

m Mobile phones can be stored in a student’s school bag (zipped compartment), at their own risk
m Students may use a mobile phone before and after the school day (e.g. for travel arrangements) but not

whilst not on the school site

Role of the Parent/Carer

m Parents/carers play an important role in supporting the school on the use of mobile phones
m This should be discussed at home and the school policy reinforced
m Parents/carers should not contact their child during the school day via their child’s mobile phone,

contact should only be made via the School Office

Sanctions/School Response to Mobile Phone Usage

m Failure to follow expectations will result in:
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1. Incident of Misuse: Phone immediately confiscated and returned only to parent/carer at the end

of the school day
2. Persistent breaches: Phone immediately confiscated and further responses applied (e.g. formal

suspension)

Confiscation and Searching Procedures

m Iftheschool believes a student has a mobile phone in their possession, they will be searched as a mobile
phone is a prohibited item. Refusal of a search will result in a suspension.

m If confiscated, mobile phones will be stored securely in line with school procedures in the School Office

m The mobile phone or electronic device needs to be collected by a parent or carer before 4pm on any
given school day as the office closes at 4pm.

m For continued offences, a parent/carer meeting will take place to discuss an outcome regarding
repeated misuse of mobile phones/technology. Student will be banned from bringing a mobile phone
to school OR will need to hand their phone or electronic device to the office or their Head of Year for a
fixed period of time.

m Staff will log confiscations on the school’s Edulink.
m Headteachers / Principals, or staff they authorise, have a statutory power to search a student or their
possessions where they have reasonable grounds to suspect that the student is in possession of a

prohibited item. A mobile phone is considered a prohibited item.

Safeguarding [ Misuse

m Any misuse will be reported immediately to the Designated Safeguarding Lead / Pastoral Staff

m The school may search a device where there is reasonable concern, in line with statutory guidance

Responsibility of Students and Parents/Carers

m Students bring phones onto the school site at their own risk
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m The school accepts no responsibility for loss or damage if students bring phones onto site - the law

protects staff from liability in any proceedings brought against them for any loss or damage to item

Reasonable Adjustments

m Exceptions may be made for students with medical or additional needs

m Use must be agreed through a formal plan (e.g., SEND or healthcare plan)

Mobile Phones Outside the School Day

m  Mobile phones are permitted on UK school trips, but their usage will be regulated by the Trip Leader,
this could include phones being handed into staff for safekeeping. This will be communicated to
parents/carers as part of the trip messaging and information.

m Mobile phones are permitted on residential and overseas trips, but their usage will be regulated by the
Trip Leader, this could include phones being handed into staff for safekeeping. This will be
communicated to parents/carers as part of the trip messaging and information.

Students are permitted to take their mobile phone with them on a school fixture to allow for travel
arrangements to be made. However, whilst on a fixture, students are not permitted to use their mobile
phone (e.g. when travelling on a minibus) unless directed to do so by the accompanying member of

staff.
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